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changes and influences how police work is conducted.23 Some careers in 
law enforcement, for example, were developed specifically in response to 
technological advancements.

Criminals, however, also adapt to new technology. Identity theft, fake 
websites to steal credit card information, and ATM reader devices installed 
at real ATMs are adaptations of technology for criminal purposes. In turn, 
the police have had to adapt to the technology in order to investigate these 
types of criminal violations. For example, the police have had to learn how 
to use social media, since many pedophiles now use this technology to find 
new victims.

As discussed in the preceding section, broader societal shifts have influ-
enced the way that police officers operate. This is also the case with tech-
nology. Social media didn’t exist a few short years 
ago, yet this technology has redefined what was 
historically known as the “smoking gun.” Facebook 
posts, tweets, and Instagram photos sometimes 
provide police the evidence they need to charge sus-
pects with crimes. See the “Criminal Justice and the 
Media” box in this chapter for an example.

A possible third category of policing-related tech-
nology use involves the potential for the police to 
abuse technology for personal reasons or gains. Such 
abuse could include using databases to find informa-
tion on people not related to the performance of their 
duties, employing street-corner cameras to invade 
people’s privacy, or using stun guns as a mechanism 
for police brutality. In other cases, there is the threat 
that police departments may use the technology  

One 19-year-old man learned the hard way that the 
police actually search Instagram accounts. He had 
been under observation by the police for a few offenses 
when officers decided to look at his social media 
postings. On Instagram, officers found a photo of the 
man holding two guns. Using the photo as probable 
cause, the officers subsequently searched the 
offender’s home and found enough evidence to file 142 
charges against the man, who reportedly led a burglary 
ring. As another indication of the power of social media, 
the sheriff’s office announced the execution of the 
search warrant on its Facebook page. In all, 32 viewers 
“liked” the page announcing this case.

CRIMINAL JUSTICE and the MEDIA:
INSTAGRAM POST LEADS TO FELONY CHARGES

Instagram led to an arrest for 
this suspect after police used the 
photo to support a search warrant. 
The search resulted in evidence 
implicating the offender in a 
burglary ring.
Instagram account of Depree Johnson, 
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http://www.nydailynews.com/news/crime/man-instagram-leads-142-felony-
charges-article-1.1547932#VZCI5ElqHymCQ0fC.97

Some law enforcement agencies have used drones to search for criminal 
evidence from the sky.
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